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2008 was a big year for new golf

developments. Tony Dear picks 10 o

the best resorts, courses and projects

Castle Course, St Andrews, Scotland

For years, the most eagerly anticipated golf development in Britain, if not the world, The Castle Course eventually
opened to the public en 28 June 2008, three years after construction began. Designed by Scotland’s own David
McLay Kidd and his assistant Paul Kimber, the course is spread out over 220 acres of fairly flat and featureless
farmland on which Pictish kings once hunted boar. It’s named after Kinkell Castle, which occupied a headland
called Kinkell Ness where the rotunda clubhouse now stands. Although not the genuine article in the strictest
sense, The Castle Course certainly bears most of the characteristics of a links course with sandy lies (the course
was plated with thousands of tons of sand), several hidden landing areas, dramatically contoured greens, holes
bordered by rall, golden fescue and, of course, fantastic views of the sea.

With five tees on every hole, the course ranges in length from 5,319-7,188 yards and visitors are strongly
advised to resist the temptation to take on more than they can handle, especially in any sort of wind, which
can turn The Castle into something of a beast. The course is currently closed and will re-open on 1 April 2009.
T: 01334 466666. www.standrews.orgak (or wwie.linksnet.co.uk to book tee times)

b Averacge green fees: From 1-19 Anril the oreen fee 16 £84 Tt ricee to £120 an 20 April






